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The Justice Department* after months of inves- 
tigation^ has* concluded James 'Earl.- Ray acted 
alone in assassinating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.- 
Reliable sources said the conclusion is contained 
in a 148-page report prepared by Michael Shaheen,*j 
director of the department’s Office of Professional! 
Responsibility^ at the- direction, of former Atty4 
Gen. Edward Levi.r" ; ■ - ' * .>;1 

Publication: of the report, the sources said, has:) 
been withheld apparently because of the Justice 5 * 
Department’s concern not to appear ter be interfer-4 
ing in current House attempts to authorize a spe~>i 
i cial committee to reopen the investigation of the 
murders of King and John Kennedy. . j 

The House scheduled debate today on reconsti- 
tuting its Select Committee, on Assassinations,' 
which technically died at the end of the last Con- 
gress Jan. 3. The measure under consideration is 
one approved bythe Rules Committee yesterday , 
extending the committee’s funding until March 31 ! 
at the current level.- - I 

The House committee was originally created in 1 
the waning days of the 94th Congress. - ' j 

But opposition developed at the start of the 95th 
Congress to continuing the panel and providing it 
with a budget of $6.5 million a year, as requested 
by Staff - Director and Chief Counsel Richard 
Sprague. ' * — , „ . V-.. / 

Sprague has said. publicly his staff has amassed* 
nearly a - thousand* unanswered questions*, and ] 
several new- bits of evidence relating. to the deaths] 
of both men*^- ^ 



